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 The Chicagoland Puppetry Guild has been very active 
with their Outreach program under the guidance of Fred Putz.  In 
order to instill an interest in puppetry, Susan Fulcher proposed a 
collaborative project offering a pilot program whereas up to twenty 
five, third through fifth grade students could be introduced to and 
learn about puppetry. The group would be given the title of, Junior 
Puppeteers.

 This project grew the interest of Dave Herzog and he 
offered his time and talents to help launch the program.  He 
suggested starting by creating eight, simple to make, sample rod 

A New World Puppetry Day Feature

puppets.  Susan would select eight students to work with Dave. 
He would travel to Matteson for four one hour sessions, directing 
students during construction.  The final session was a rehearsal for 
a live performance to be presented preceding the main performance 
on World Puppetry Day.  In all he had twelve students create 
puppets and only eight were able to perform.  Needles to say, what 
a wonderful performance it was!  The kids had fun.  This was 
something they had never done before, so it was a new experience 
and their parents were in awe.

 The eight sample puppets Dave created were displayed in 
eight Matteson Elementary Schools.
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 Dave Herzog set up his display area using part 
of his show staging and featured the making of Kippers 
the Kangaroo.
   

The Puppet Maker Fair

 Mel and Jeff Biske Set up the melikin arena style 
puppet stage in the lower level to demonstrate special 
effect props, i.e a spinning wheel that actually spins 
straw into gold for Rumplestiltskin, and a magic moving 
picture machine, and screen, for Merlin’s dragon lecture. 
They also revealed overhead manipulation techniques of 
rod puppets in a general store setting.
     

 Connor Asher from Creventive Studios worked 
from his display area and presented large hand and mouth 
puppets, demonstrating manipulation techniques.
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 Jean Vanier, aka Jeannie McQueenie, was 
stationed behind her display manipulating her collection 
of large paper mache’ head creations and provided live 
musical accompaniment.

 Fred Berchtold explained his method of turning 
stuffed animal toys into puppets and entertained the 
children with his suddenly “come alive” creations.

 A GIGANTIC THANK YOU to all CPG members who 
made this day possible with their support and participation!  We 
could not have delivered such an exceptional event without your 
time and talent and generosity.  We managed to bring a wonderful 
and warm puppetry experience to another community and celebrate 
our passion and camaraderie.  I know everyone who came spent 
lots of time preparing and travelling too.  We truly appreciate it 
and we made an impact!  Families were very grateful that their 
children could experience such an immersion in puppetry with real 
puppeteers.

World Puppetry Day Chairperson,

Silvia Kraft-Walker



- 5 -

 David, Doria, Silvia, Jill, Fred P. and Linda kept the puppets moving and entertaining for more than 
100 attendees that afternoon. 
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The Main Attraction. . .
 The Von Orthal Puppets, under Cynthia’s able direction 
of her production of “The Lion and the Mouse”.  The story opened 
with an introduction by the fable master himself,  Aesop, a Bunraku 
puppet approximately 42 inches tall.  He was brought to life by 
puppeteer Gerry Sheahan, dressed and hooded in black.  Cynthia 
and Jill Frederickson worked behind the scenes manipulating their 
characters from high atop six foot folding ladders. 

 Each Von Orthal marionette creation in this production, 
offers a fresh, imaginative interpretation of each character in the 
story.  The children in the audience, seated on the floor, had the best 
view of the action and were close enough to maintain their attention 
as the fable played on.  The characters in the play arranged to have 
a parade to celebrate the stories outcome.  Without skipping a beat, 
the puppeteers appeared from behind the stage, each walking out 
with the stars of the show, parading close enough to react with the 
children, much to their delight.

 The entire audience was invited to visit backstage to see 
exactly how the illusions are made to look so simple from the 
audience’s view, and seeing now, what it takes to create a polished 
production. 

   



 The photos presented in this edition of the 2016 World Puppetry Day Celebration, are the results of the talents and efforts of 
photographers Jeff Biske and Harvey Kahler. Throughout the day we could see them wandering here, there and everywhere catching the 
moments as they now become lasting memories. Thank you Jeff and Harvey for a job well done! 

Preserving the Memories

“So glad you guys see eye to eye”
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710 feather sound drive • bolingbrook, illinois 60440 • 630-783-8359 • jeffbiske@comcast.net • www.710productions.com

You Have Your Hands Full!
Let Me Take Care of Your Design Work
From post cards to posters, brochures to business cards,

and just about everything in between.
Quality you count on. Value you expect. 

For design samples, log on to www.710productions.com

color outside the lines
jeff biske

graphic design • video production • website design



- 8 -

Mr. Asher Goes to Washington
 We are always happy to report on recent activities of our 
members, and when we discovered Connor Asher, of Creventive 
Studios, recently returned from a trip to Washington D.C. we thought 
you might be interested in his latest project. Here it is in his own 
words:

 “I recently had the opportunity to teach an advanced 
puppetry workshop in Washington D.C. on April 23, 2016.  It was 
an incredible experience and I want to share it with you all.

 Let me begin by saying, I am not a licensed teacher, 
however I am someone who has practiced my craft for years, 
learning from my own hands-on experience as well as from others 
who do this for a living through lesson/classes I have taken. 

 My passion for teaching began in late 2014, when I directed 
a group of improvisers to learn television puppetry through a live 
stage show I directed.  Ever since then, I fell in love with teaching.  
During this time, I took classes with the famous Stan Winston School 
of Character Arts.  Each teacher taught from their own experiences 

and pure passion; which is what I wanted to carry on through my 
own work, every time I taught a class.  I found a strong value in 
teaching art forms that are rarely seen and should be passed on for 
generations to come.  Since then I have taught multiple television 
puppetry classes.  As well as other art classes throughout the 
Chicagoland area.

 On April 23rd, I was flown out to Washington D.C. to help 
advance the First Baptist Church of Glenarden’s puppetry skills 
to the next level; teaching alongside my partner: Chan Pratt.  Our 
team put together a workshop that lasted for 3hrs, and 30 minutes; 
packing everything that the Creventive Character Workshop does 
best, from hands-on training, acting, improvisation, manipulation, 
building from conceptualization to finished product and more.

 It was a tremendous journey and I’d like to personally 
thank all the folks at the FBCG for the opportunity, and the talented 
puppet ministry students for being so fantastic!”

Connor Asher
       



In Review
The Glen Town Center Puppet Theater Series

ByStaff Writer

 Old MacDonald’s Farm
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 On Wednesday, March 30, 2016, Mr. Kipley Wentz 
returned to the Glen Town Book Market with still another wonderful 
performance.  Last year he presented his Fairy Tale Forest show 
much to the delight of his young audience.  This time, it was Old 
MacDonald’s Farm.  And once again he charmed his audience with 
a fast paced show keeping his young audience on their toes.  They 
were fascinated with the collection of farm animals and joined in 
the fun singing right along with songs like, If You’re Happy and You 

Know It and Old MacDonald’s Farm and more.  Mr. Kipley drew his 
audience in when they had a chance to interact with the collection 
of puppet barnyard animals, with the excitement of hearing actual 
recordings of their sounds and being able to feed them as well.  It 
was a fun show for all who were brave enough to come out on a 
chilly, cloudy and windy day.  



In Review
The Glen Town Center Puppet Theater Series

By Fred Putz

Sandi Sylver, Storyteller, Ventriloquist and Songstress
Sandi Sylver
Saturday, April 23, 2016

 In her biographical notes on her web site, Sandi Sylver 
states that she began her career as a ventriloquist by checking 

out a “teach-
yourself-to-be-
a-ventriloquist” 
book from the 
public library.  
“She read it over 
and over again.  
She practiced 
and practiced 
( a n d  t h e n 
practiced some 
more).  Voila! 
A new career 
was born!”  Her 

style is “both clever and wacked – out”.  The core of her presentation 
includes teaching the love of reading, stimulating curiosity and 
imagination while exemplifying good manners and citizenship.  
There is a bit of clowning in her interactive presentations and she 

states, “I always 
l o v e  w h e n  t h e 
audience laughs 
with me, and no 
longer mind when 
they laugh at me.” 

 S y l v e r ’ s 
m a n y  p u p p e t s 
a r e  s o f t - f a c e d 
v e n t r i l o q u i s t 
f i g u r e s  i n  t h e 
“Muppet”  s tyle 
with the puppets’ 
hands  opera ted 
by rods or direct 
manipulation using 
the puppets’ arms. 

 Her “puppet 
family” includes 

both human and animal puppets and during a 45 minute performance 
she may use as many as ten different puppets as was the case in the 
show that I witnessed.  At this point it should be mentioned that 

Sylver’s ventriloquist technique was excellent.  She directs the 
audience’s attention to the puppet by looking at the puppet when 
it is speaking and then when addressing the audience, she turns 
her head toward the audience.  In that way she creates the illusion 
that the puppet is alive, a technique that is often neglected by too 
many contemporary ventriloquists. Adding authenticity to her 
performance, all of the characters had a different sounding voice.

 Sylver’s setting is very simple; a table upon which sits a 
plastic tub that holds her puppets.  There is also a chair and nearby  
guitar case.  She began her show by introducing herself to the 
audience and asking, “How many people in this room like music 
and story puppets?”  (Well, you know what the answer was.)  She 
continued with several children’s songs such as How Old Are You, 
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star and Old McDonald Had a Farm.  Then 
she reached into the box and began to bring out one puppet character 
at a time.  The first puppet was a box turtle with a retractable head, 
followed by several other characters such as “The Old Woman Who 
Swallowed a Fly”, a book with an animated face and a friendly 
green dragon with a crop of yellow hair.  Other stories such as “The 
Three Little Pigs” and “Little Red Riding Hood” were included in 
the performance and before we knew it, 45 minutes had passed and 
it was time to say, “good bye”.    
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In Review
The Glen Town Center Puppet Theater Series

By Staff Writer

The Lion and The Mouse

 It was a cold and windy day May 14 2016, but 50 people 
were warmed up at The Book Market at Hanger One with a 
wonderful performance of The Lion and the Mouse by the Von 
Orthal Puppets!  Thank you Cynthia, Susan, Jill and Sean!  After the 
show the kids were advising Bunny the boy hunter on how he could 
improve his net to be more mouse-proof!  But then Dave Herzog’s 
marionette, Bobby Soxer, tapping her saddle shoes angrily, chewed 
him out for hunting lions in the first place.  Don, owner of Barbara’s 
Bookstores was in attendance and thanked the Chicagoland Puppetry 
Guild for this wonderful partnership.

 After the show many of the children as well as the parents 
were very interested in seeing the puppets and relating to them.  We 
are including a few photos demonstrating this connection.  Just one 
of the reasons the Glen Town series, in association with the CPG, 
has boosted interest in our organization and to further define the art 
of the puppet.  
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The Glen Town Center Puppet Theater Series
C 

Puppet Theater Series 

 Dave Herzog’s  Marionettes presents...  
 
 
    
 
 
 

 

Online Registration opens June 10th 
www.theglentowncenter.com 

                        

       FAMILY SHOW           SPACE IS LIMITED! 

Stringing On a star 
(An outer space adventure) 

Saturday, June 25  
 11– 11:45 AM 

 

The Book Market at Hangar One,  
2651 Navy Blvd. 

The Chicagoland Puppetry Guild 
    Potlatch Scholarship Offer

 Are you interested in puppetry? Know someone who 
is who wants to learn more about this art form?  The CPG is 
now accepting applications to attend the Great Lakes Region 
Annual Potlatch for free!  The event is held at the Potowatomi 
Inn located at the Pokagan State Park in Angola, Indiana, on 
November 4, 5, 6, 2016.
 For more information and an application visit the 
CPG web site at www.chicagolandpuppetguild.org and click 
on “Potlatch Scholarship”
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 The Puppet Patter is the Official Quarterly Publication of the Chicagoland Puppetry Guild.  It is  published on line and 
available in hard copy version to those CPG members without access to a computer.  It will also be posted on the CPG web site.  
Publication dates are on or about the first of March, June, September and December.  All items for publication by CPG members 
should be submitted no later than fourteen days prior to publication date to:

  Mel Biske, Editor
  169 Woodlet Lane
  Bolingbrook, Il 60490    
             email at:  melikinpuppets@comcast.net 

                           Publisher: Bridget DePriest          CPG Web Master: Jeff Biske

 Notices of regular gatherings and/ or special events will be posted on the CPG web site: www.chicagopuppet.org by email
or direct USPS mail to hard copy members.  Future dates for events, performances, announcements or scheduled gatherings 
(meetings) will appear in the “Patter” if they apply to the time frame the publication covers.

Elected Officers and Directors for 2015-2016
 President:  Fred Berchtold Vice President: Susan Witek
 Recording Secretary: Doria Martuzzo Treasurer:  Harvey Kahler
 Director of Inter-guild Director of Puppet Patter-Web Site: Mel Biske
 Relations:  LaVerne Biske Co-Directors of World Puppetry Day: Susan Fulcher
 (Corresponding Secretary) and Connor Asher
 Director of Outreach: Jill Frederickson Director of Relationshops with
  Other Puppet Organizations: Dave Herzog 
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Name

Checks must be made out to:

Chicagoland Puppetry Guild
Please put “Polo Shirt” in the memo.

Amount Enclosed
$

Mel Biske
169 Woodlet Lane

Bolingbrook, IL 60490

Please send this order form
and payment to:

Please ship my order when ready.

ShIP
to:

I will pick up up my order at the next scheduled CPG event.

DID YOU REMEMBER TO:
• Indicate the quantities you want?

• Indicate the colors you want?

• Add additional $2.00 for sizes 2XL and 3XL (if applicable)?

• Add $6.80 for shipping (if applicable)?

•Include your check made out to Chicagoland Puppetry Guild?

PLEASE PRINT NEATLY

Please fill out shipping information only if you choose this option.
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By the Way…….
By Ann Onymous

 It was originally classified The National Day of Puppetry.  
Two years ago it was renamed The World Puppetry Day Celebration. 
No matter what you call it, Silvia Kraft-Walker, as the director, lead 
the guild through some exciting and successful events.  Sad to report 
now that due to changes in work load she will be unable to continue 
in her capacity as director and is forced to resign.  On behalf of the 
CPG board and the membership we thank you for a job well done! 

 The 2016 World Puppetry Day Celebration, hosted by the 
Matteson Public Library, was co-chaired by Susan Fulcher.  Susan 
will continue working to organize the WPD for 2017 and she will be 
co-chaired with Connor Asher.  Conner, recognizing the importance 
of the event, stepped right up by attending the board meeting on 
May 5th offering his services.  On behalf of the CPG board, we thank 
you, Connor!

 Save the date! The CPG Annual Banquet will be celebrated 
on Sunday, September 11, 2016.  There will be a performance by the 
Jabberwocky Puppets at the Glen Town Book Market, followed by 
the banquet.  Show time, banquet location and time to be announced 
at a future date.

 Mel Biske, aka Mr. Melikin, was recently introduced to 
“Mini  Mr. Melikin”.  His son, Jeff decided to immortalize his dad 
by creating a polyfoam puppet complete with a miniature version 
of the melikin stage as a backdrop. 

 This came to be as a result of the Biske family’s long 
standing tradition  in which each family member (now there are 
fifteen) randomly picks a name of a fellow family member.  The 
idea is to have the person think of an idea and hand craft something 
specifically for that person.  They have one year to complete their 
project.  At the end of the year they gather once again to discover 
“who had who” and the gifts are presented one at a time.  The 
results are always amazing.  It is rewarding to family members as 
they discover hidden talents while creating their ideas and sharing 
the results with the entire family on one special holiday they call, 
“The Family Grab Bag”.

  Have You Visited the CPG 
Website Lately?

 Be sure to visit our guild’s web site on a regular basis for 
the latest postings on what’s happening in the Chicago area.  Posted 
you will find the current and upcoming performances at the Glen 
Town Center monthly Puppet Series co-sponsored by the CPG.

 Our address is www.chicagopuppetguild.org 

 Included is a page listing the performing companies within 
our guild and a link to their web sites.

 

Now Available!
Chicagoland Puppetry Guild Polo Shirts

Show your CPG pride with any of these stylish and comfortable three button 
polo shirts. The 3” diameter CPG logo is printed in full color on the left chest and 
is great for performances, gatherings, and other occasions. Available in three 
colors and in sizes from small to 3XL..

ONLY
$18.00

  each*

Choose your color! Choose your size!
Choose one color or mix and match!

* Add $2.00 extra for sizes 2XL and 3XL

Shirts shown represent basic style and may not be match actual garment color exactly.

WhiteSteel GrayBlack

Don’t delay - order today!

All orders MUST be in by August 1, 2016.

You will be notified when the shirts are ready.
Your order will be made available at the next scheduled CPG event.

Can’t make it to the event? No problem! Your shirts can also be shipped directly to you via USPS.
Please add an additional $6.80 to your order, for shipping.

Ordering Instructions:
1. Click on the the PDF link to open the order form.
2. Print and fill out the order form.
3. Please make sure you print your name on the order form and include the amount enclosed.
4. Please indicate if you would like your order shipped (include shipping address).
5. Mail the completed order form along with a check made out to the Chicagoland Puppetry 
Guild for the total amount (including shipping if applicable) to Mel Biske.

See order form on previous page.



Mission Staement
The Chicagoland Puppetry Guild is a non-profit organization and is part of a national organization of performers promoting the art of puppetry. Our role is 
to honor, promote, encourage, and inspitre all forms of puppetry arts’  and puppeteers in their endevors and to provide a fellowship of cooperation and 

inspiration to puppeteers everywhere.

chicagoland puppetry guild
www.chicagopuppetguild.org • chicagolandpuppetryguild@yahoo.com • facebook.com/cpguild

Chicagoland Puppetry Guild Membership Appilication for September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016

Send this application with check payable to: Chicagoland Puppetry Guild to: LaVerne Biske • 169 Woodlet Lane • Bolingbrook, Illinois 60490

A membership directory is published and distributed among the membership in November. Would you and/or your company like to be 
listed in this directory? (please check all that apply) YES - Please list me in this directory

YES - Please list my company in this directory

NO - I do not wish to be listed in this directory

Home phone Cell phone Email

Please list any additional information you would like to add. CPG will make every effort to incude this additional information in the 
directory.

Page 1

Name Birth date

Company

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone  (               ) Cell   (               )

Email Prefered contact

Additional names associated with this membership:

Name Birth date

Name Birth date

Name Birth date

Name Birth date

Name Birth date

Membership .................Yearly ................Votes

 Couple/Family.........$30.......................2

 Adult .......................$20.......................1

 Company .................$30.......................2

 Senior (62+) ............$15.......................1

 Student ....................$15.......................1

 Junior (15-) ..............$15.......................1

 Associate .................$15.......................0

Check enclosed for $

Application Date

mo/day/year

mo/day/year

mo/day/year

mo/day/year

mo/day/year

mo/day/year

Please Print All Information Neatly



For more information about the Chicagoland Puppetry Guild contact CPG President - Fred Berchtold at 847-529-1725

Page 2

The Chicagoland Puppetry Guild is interested in you. Please tell us about your interest in puppetry: what you are doing and your status 
as a puppeteer. (please check all that apply)

Marionettes

Hand Puppets

Shadow Puppets

Ventriloquist

Rod Puppets

Film/Video

Costume Maker

I perform I am interested in
Puppet Builder

Librarian

Teacher

Puppet Ministry

Puppet Enthusiast

Semi-Professional (part time puppeteer)

Professional (make my living in puppetry)

I perform I am interested in

Other:

Occasionally the Guild is asked for sources for puppet shows, workshops, and more. If you are interested in our referral, please 
indicate what services you or your company can provide and what your limitatios are. Please include your website if applicable.

Are you a member of any other puppetry related organizations? (please check all that apply)

Puppeteers of America UNIMA USA Storytelling Guild or network Other (please specify)

LaVerne Biske
Chicagoland Puppetry Guild
169 Woodlet Lane
Bolingbrook, IL 60490

FOLD HERE

Please make sure address appears in window

Check must be made payable to: Chicagoland Puppetry Guild

OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Recieved

Recorded by




