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The National Day of Puppetry has Grown

CHICAGOLAND CELEBRATION

Navy Park at The Glen Town Center. Th
Without a doubt, this version of
celebrating the art of puppetry and spreading
the word, promises to be the highlight
of our entire year of programming. CPG
Director of World Puppetry Day,
Silvia Kraft-Walker, in partnership
with the Glenview Public Library, the
Glen Town Center, community
business partners and a commitment
by CPG’s professional puppeteers,
have produced a program of events
to provide an experience that will be
long remembered.
However, it will take more than
the producers to make Saturday,
March 21, 2015 a day to remember. It takes
a Guild. We are inviting all guild members to
make a day of it and join in. Not only as a
spectator, but to be there as a greeter with a

walk-around puppet. Be there to join in as part of
the World Puppetry Day Flash Mob for Early
Literacy and attain a World Record while
doing so. Be there as a ticket taker for the
Herzog Marionettes performance.
Be there to assist the children with
their make and take project. Be there
to assist when needed.
Don’t wait to “be there” and decide
to help. Give Silvia a call at
847-729-7500 or email her at
swalker@glenviewpl.org.
Let her know in advance that you
would like to be a part of the day
and how you may be of assistance.
In this issue of the Patter, there are two flyers
promoting the day and listing the events. Feel
Glenview
Public Library
free to download
and spread the word.
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Make A Day of It • Three Events Within Two Miles
Saturday, March 21 • Co-sponsored by Chicagoland Puppetry Guild
World Record Challenge!
Puppet “Flash Mob” for Early Literacy
Location:
The Book Market at Hangar One, 2651 Navy Blvd., The Glen Town Center
10-10:45 AM • Registration begins March 6: theglentowncenter.com
10 AM • Free tickets will be distributed for “Stars on Strings” (see right)

Help set a world record for “most puppets in a flash mob” AND get free
tickets to a spectacular puppet show at 11:15 AM. Join the crowd to
create awareness for early literacy activities at the Glenview Library. Just
register and show up with as many puppets as you can operate at once,
and invite your friends to do the same. The more puppets you bring, the
better your chances to be part of a world record! Signed waiver required
for all participants. Co-sponsored by The Glen Town Center.

Community Partners Include
Corner Bakery Cafe, Glenview Community Church Puppet Ministry,
Glenview Park District, Starbucks in The Glen, Terra Sounds School
of Music and Arts, The Book Market at Hangar One, The Glen Town
Center, Wagner Farm and Whole Foods Market Northbrook

Stars on Strings • A Puppet Extravaganza
Location: Park Center Lakeview Room, 2400 Chestnut, Glenview
11:15 AM-Noon • Free tickets distributed at the “World Record Challenge”

Chicago’s premier marionette artist Dave Herzog will be joined by
puppeteer extraordinaire Marc Dunworth for a very special and rare
performance—the best of the best in one spectacular variety show.
String puppets will magically skate, juggle, tumble, and transform. Two
puppeteers mean double the fun and lots of surprises, too.

World Puppetry Maker Fair
Location: Glenview Public Library • 1-3:30 PM • Community Room

Featuring an international puppetry exhibit, make-and-take puppet
crafts, and an interactive shadow puppet studio. Learn what it takes
to tell stories in three dimensions. All ages are invited for hands-on
exploration of different types of puppets, as professional puppeteers and
local organizations share their enthusiasm and expertise. Just drop in.
Please Note: Attendance at library programs and events constitutes consent
to be photographed for Glenview Public Library publicity purposes.

YOUTH SERVICES • 1930 Glenview Road • Glenview, IL 60025 • 847-729-7500 • glenviewpl.org
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Co-sponsored by Chicagoland Puppetry Guild
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World Record Challenge! • Puppet “Flash Mob” for Early Literacy
Location: The Book Market at Hangar One,
2651 Navy Blvd., The Glen Town Center
10-10:45 AM • Registration begins March 6: theglentowncenter.com
10 AM • Free tickets will be distributed for “Stars on Strings”

Stars on Strings • A Puppet Extravaganza
Location: Park Center Lakeview Room, 2400 Chestnut, Glenview
11:15 AM-Noon • Free tickets distributed at the “World Record Challenge”

World Puppetry Maker Fair
Location: Glenview Public Library • 1-3:30 PM • Community Room

Community Partners Include
Corner Bakery Cafe, Glenview Community Church Puppet Ministry, Glenview Park District, Starbucks in The Glen, Terra Sounds
School of Music and Arts, The Book Market at Hangar One, The Glen Town Center, Wagner Farm and Whole Foods Market Northbrook
Please Note: Attendance at library programs and events constitutes consent to be photographed for Glenview Public Library publicity purposes.
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In Review
The Great Puppet Collaboration:

The Glen Town Center Puppet Theater Series

By Fred Putz

Thanks to the efforts of the Chicagoland Puppetry Guild’s
National Day of Puppetry Director, Silvia Craft-Walker, and The
Marketing Manager of The Glen Town Center in Glenview, Ill,
arrangements have been confirmed that free puppet performances
will be open to the public at the center once a month during 2015.
The Glen Town Center has agreed to provide the puppeteers’
performance fees, and the performance space. The Center will also
promote the events through its web site and by local media. To
insure against overcrowding, on line preregistration is required. The
Chicagoland
Puppetry Guild
will be in charge
of selecting
puppet shows
that are family
friendly and
h i g h q u a l i t y.
The goal of this
endeavor is to
attract families
to the center and
to promote the
art of puppetry
and the Guild.
Fred delighting a young audience member prior The Guild will
also host each
to the show.
performance by
greeting the audience with walk-around puppets prior to the show.
The large meeting room of The Book Market at Hanger,
One 2651 Navy Blvd., which is used for community events, had
been selected as the performance site.   Even though our first
performance was held
on a very blustery and
cold Sunday in early
January 2015, there
was a good turnout.
Upon entering the
Book Market we were
greeted by the friendly
store staff. As the
theater goers made
their way through the
widely spaced shelves
of books (all arranged
according to subject
and reader age) into
the community room,
Dave, “clowning around”.

they were dazzled by the puppets manipulated by CPG Members
Marilyn Putz, David Herzog, Fred Berchtold and Fred Putz.
The opening
performance
was given by the
Melikin Puppets
presenting their
unique version of
“Chicken Little”
and the always
entertaining
“Melikin Puppet
Circus”. “Chicken
Little” is such
a tired, old story
that it causes us to
wonder what could
possibly be done
that would make it
interesting not only Watch out Dave, you have competition.
to children, but also
to their parents.
Well, Mr. Melikin, (Mel Biske) never leaves a possible “twist” in a
story unturned, (stay tuned).
Prior to the play, Mr. Melikin appeared and presented a
very short and meaningful lecture on the subject of “Good Audience
Manners”, and asked the audience if they remembered to bring their
“Best Audience Manners”. The children, in unison, answered “yes”.
Mr. Melikin mentioned that only the children answered. A slight
reminder that being a
good audience includes
everyone.
The house
lights went down; the
stage lights went up
revealing a nest of four
eggs resting under an
Oak tree. The story
narrator, voice over,
introduced Chicken
Little as she was trying
to catch a very evasive
worm. This little routine
broke the ice with the
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Fred and Dave — dueling marionettes.

audience responding
with laughter. Enter
B r e w s t e r R o o s t e r,
reminding her that she
had a job to do. As the
original story evolves,
while hatching the
eggs, an acorn falls and
hits her on the head.
She thinks the sky is
falling and wants to
tell the King of the
Chickens. Bad idea!
Brewster explains why
as they break into a very
country song and dance
Baby Melvin’s new trick.
about why they should,
or should not invite the
king, the audience claps along. Brewster leaves to start the process
of fetching the king. While left alone the eggs begin hatching, one by
one, leading the audience to groan over their delivery of “bad egg”
jokes.  When they learn the king is on the way they decide to fly the
coup. Chicken Little returns, realizes the chicks are missing, and
the king is due any minute. With a royal fanfare, the story narrator
announces the arrival of the King of the Chickens!
At this point in the review I decline to reveal the ending
and won’t even offer a spoiler alert. You must see it to believe it.

Kids perform in the Gooney Bird parade.
“Chicken Little” was only a precursor to the “Main Event”,
“The Melikin Puppet Circus”. This production was presented at
the October 18, 2014 annual banquet.  You may find the review in
the December issue of the Puppet Patter.
I will add, however, that the elephant, “Baby Melvin” aka
Jeff Biske, has learned a new trick.
It was a grand opening to what promises to be a great “Book
Store/Puppetry collaboration”.

Guess Who?
In the December 2014 issue of the Patter, we challenged
our readers with this picture:

Sorry to report that no one was able to identify the names of these
puppeteers. There are present guild members who were associated
with these people, professionally and socially, but failed to come
forward with the answer.
Here are their names, (left to right) Mel Biske, Martin
Stevens, Marge Stevens, Lucille Cole and the woman far right
remains unknown. If anyone from that 60’s era can identify her,
please let the editor know.

Here’s another, Guess Who. . .

Here’s an upcoming puppet company, probably starting
up in their basement. Looks like a father and son team.
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Our February 8, 2015 Gathering
Jean Vanier, known in the entertainment world as Jeannie
McQeenie, and a member of the guild, was kind enough to invite
fellow guild members to an open house at her newly relocated puppet
studio. Although the weather was cold, wet and snowy, a contingent
of hearty fellow puppeteers managed to brave the elements.
We were welcomed by Jean and Rodger who were ready
and waiting with a pot of home made beef stew (really hit the spot
on a day like that!) Visiting members contributed pot luck to round
off what turned out to be a generous spread. When entering her
section of the studio, shared by other artists, we were surrounded
by puppets, props, storage boxes ….and…more puppets of all
shapes and sizes! We all cozied in, made happy plates (sometimes
two happy plates) and sat back to relax. The topic of conversation?
“What have you been doing lately?”

Well, that was Jean and Rodgers cue to get out the guitar
and mandolin and sing a new tune or two from one of Jean’s
shows.  Chris Krawczyk broke out two of his vent figures, John
and Geronimo. John is a young man character and a real “wise
cracker”. Geronimo is an opinionated elderly gentleman and I use
the term “gentleman “in the narrowest sense of the word. It has
been rewarding to see Chris progress and grow with his vent act,
expand his material and witness a developing stage presence.
Author, artist and puppeteer, Elana Ashley is also a
ventriloquist. She presented and brought to life three vent figures.
Ellie Elephant, the Dragon and Bird, who bantered with Elana and
broke out singing, “I Love to Laugh”, and he really did!
Don’t know where the time went, but before we knew it,
5:00 pm was drawing near and it was time to leave. A big “Thank
You” to Jean and Rodger for hosting a wonderful afternoon.

Above: Roger and Jean perform.
Above: The clean plate club. (who took the picture?)
Below: Chris Krawczyk with two of his vent figures — Geronimo
(left) and John (right).

Below: Elana with Ellie the Elephant,
Bird, and Dragon vent figures.
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The Glen Town Center Puppet Theater Series
Here is some information about the upcoming performances in the continuing monthly presentations co-sponsored by the CPG.
These dates are considered as “Gatherings”, celebrated by the guild in lieu of formal meetings. It provides an opportunity for members
to get together and support local talent. We ask that you get there early, bring a favorite puppet so you may take part by greeting the
audience members with your puppet as they arrive. We had a great turnout for the January 25th performance in spite of the inclement
weather. The facilities are great and parking is not an issue.
C

Puppet Theater Series
The

Three Little Pigs
with

The

Roz Puppets

hosted by the

Chicagoland
Puppetry
Guild

Saturday, March 14 † 11-11:45 AM
The Book Market at Hangar One, 2651 Navy Blvd.
Online Registration opens February 27
www.theglentowncenter.com

FAMILY SHOW

SPACE IS LIMITED!
C

Puppet Theater Series
The

Tale of Peter Rabbit
with

Mark Nichols’
Puppet Place
Saturday, April 25 † 10:30-11:15 AM
The Book Market at Hangar One, 2651 Navy Blvd.
Online Registration opens April 10
www.theglentowncenter.com

FAMILY SHOW
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SPACE IS LIMITED!

hosted by the

Chicagoland
Puppetry
Guild

In Review

Potlach November 7-9, 2014

By Fred Putz
One hundred and ten puppeteers from all over the Great
Lakes Region gathered for the annual Potlatch at the Potawatomi
Inn near Angola, Indiana. Unlike the “normal puppetry festival”, all
performers and workshop leaders volunteer their services making
the Potlatch an event that most people can afford.

Each of the Three Pigs was accompanied by his own
theme music. The Three Pigs decided to get some corn dogs at
the local vender’s booth which featured corn dogs, ice cream bars
and Wisconsin cheese. It so happened that the booth was operated

Friday Evening Ice Breaker

Opening the Potlatch was the traditional “Ice Breaker”
designed by the Detroit Guild. Duplicate cards upon which the
names and short histories of well-known puppeteers or puppets were
written were distributed among the attendees. The attendees had to
find the person holding the duplicate card.  The teams which found
their duplicate cards first were awarded a prize.     

Friday Evening - First Performance
charge.

All hotel guests were invited to the performances free of

The first performer of
the evening was Bob Brown
presenting his, “World on a
String”, a marionette variety show
which featured more puppets than
can be described in this article.
However, here is a description of a
few of his high energy marionettes
which included classic characters
representing several different
countries: The barking of several
dogs introduced 4 dog puppets
that performed amazing gymnastic Bob Brown performs.
tricks. A bear in a Russian Cossack
costume danced the traditional Hopak dance. From a small Egyptian
pyramid there arose a mummy with wrappings trailing. The
mummy turned out to be a breakaway marionette.   A Chinese figure
manipulated a woven ball that expanded and contracted. Other
marionettes in this amazing collection included, Punch and Judy, a
Leprechaun, three cats on a tandem control, dancing the Can Can,
a Japanese Samurai hand puppet that was operated in the Bunraku
style, and a kangaroo with a baby in its pouch. The dazzling show
ended in a blaze of patriotic glory with an expandable Uncle Sam.

Friday Evening - Second Performance

The second performance that first evening was  the Fever
River Puppeteers, (Sandy and Chuck Voight) performing, “Fizz,
Boom, Bacon”. This very funny, clever and well written adaptation
of “The Three Little Pigs” broke with tradition by giving the Three
Pigs different professional vocations along with three different
ethnic accents. One Pig spoke with a French accent, and the last
two with other European accents.

Renewing old friendships.
by the Wolf, who had a highly authentic Minnesota/Norwegian
accent. With an appetite for plump pigs, the Wolf appraised the
Pigs and found them to be too skinny and decided to fatten them up
by inducing them to over eat. As each Pig arrived at the booth, the
Wolf announced that the Pig was the 1000th visitor and was eligible
for a free package
of corn dogs, ice
cream or cheese.
Two of
the now plump
Pigs built houses
from the leftover
corndog and ice
cream sticks
which were no
match for the
Wolf’s bad breath
and he blew them
down. The third
P i g b u i l t h i s Marilyn and Fred.
house from hard
bricks of cheese which the Wolf could not blow down. The Wolf
exited and returned with a stick of dynamite with a lit fuse. The
Wolf’s plan was thwarted by the popping of a shopping bag which
the Wolf took to be the dynamite going off in his hand and frightened
him to such extent that he ran away. Sandye and Chuck put a
delightful twist in an old, old story.
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Saturday Morning Great Lakes Presidents’
Meeting - 8:00 to 9:30 AM
Saturday Morning Workshops - 9:30 to 10:30

Several very informative workshops were offered by
experts in many puppet related fields:
Marc Dunworth – “Painting
Puppet Heads”, Nancy Saunders
– “Puppets in the Classroom”,
Peggy Pearson –“Peggy’s Postperformance Paper Puppets and
Patterns” and Rick Morse – “Many
Happy Returns: The Birthday Party
Biz”.

Saturday Morning
Workshops - 10:45 to
11:45

Sharon Peck – “Puppets
Go To School: Uncommon Ways
that Puppets Teach Common
Core Standards”, David Herzog- Nancy Sander’s workshop.
”Basic Marionette Stringing for the
Beginner” and Anne Newman – “Make-It-And-Take-It Itty Bitty
Bird Marionette”.

Saturday Trading Post - 11:45 to 1:00 PM

An amazing array of different types of puppets, stage
lighting equipment, puppet- related written materials and Puppet
building materials miraculously appeared. Bargains were available
on every table.

Saturday Afternoon Performances

Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley was the first performer with
her rendition of, “The Story of Rumplestiltskin”. Elizabeth’s two
level stage with
it’s double door
entrances provided
the perfect setting
for the story. The
overture was played
on an accordion by
Elizabeth herself.
There was no
“canned” music,
a signature of her
performance style.
Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley.
Elizabeth’s voicing of the different
characters was precise and clear and
the audience knew exactly which character was speaking. Turning
the straw into gold is always a problem with this story. Elizabeth
solved the problem by seating the spinning wheel on a box with an
opening in the box facing upstage. The straw and the gold were
exchanged below the playboard making for a very easy transfer.
This was a very well designed production of a traditional story
done in a traditional manner.

The second
afternoon performer was
Scott Beam performing an
original play written by
Scott himself, “Syrup on
Strings”. Scott, with his
beard, plaid shirt, jeans and
boots looked as if he had
just come into town from
the logging camp giving
him an aura of authenticity.
Being environmentally
concerned, Scott’s stories
are always about nature and
our world. This afternoon
he brought us the story of
how maple syrup is made. Scott Beam. (photo by Mel Biske)
(Scott produces his own
maple syrup.) His beautifully made marionettes are not the best
actors, but they illustrate the important points of the story very
well. Scott, in his easy presentation style sometimes talks directly
to the audience and at other times he talks through his puppets with
a smooth transition.
The story included instructions on the best time of year to
tap a maple tree and how the taping is done so that it does not harm
the tree. One of his marionettes, a man with two buckets attached
to a yoke on his back did a daring tight rope act, not on a rope,
but on a very large fallen log. A bit of tense drama was included
in the story when it was discovered that a jar of maple syrup had
been stolen. The Hero (a marionette not in Super Man tights, but
in jeans and a work shirt) flew about the audience looking for the
culprit. The syrup was found and the play ended with the singing
of a song by a lovely female puppet.

The Regional Meeting - 3:30 to 4:00 PM.

The minutes of the meeting will be available on the internet.

Saturday Evening Performances

The first performance was by Nancy Saunders doing
her rendition of “The Pied Piper of Hamlin”. Being the writer of
the “EUREKA” column in the P. of A’s Puppetry Journal, Nancy
often releases news of a new gizmo that puppeteers would find
useful. This time the gizmo was a battery run air conditioner that
is small enough to fit in a puppet booth even with all of the other
piles of paraphernalia that are required to do a puppet show. (See,
Canyouimagine.com)
Nancy begins her shows by standing in front of her stage
and addressing the audience. What better way to introduce “The
Pied Piper” other than by Nancy producing a rat from her hat and
explaining what a piper does? Nancy then disappeared behind the
stage and opened the curtain.
Nancy performs while seated below the playboard working
the puppets above her head. Therefore, there is no need for a scrim.
A unique system of retractable drops allows her to change scenes
quickly.
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Story Land”. I have
found each of their
productions to be of
excellent quality. The
following is a very
brief and inadequate
description of their
amazing, funny and
well organized puppet
spoof.

A backstage look with Nancy Sander.

The stage was
a simple playboard Are you lookin’ at me?
about ten feet long with
a backdrop the same length and seven feet tall. The lower stage
was draped in a dark blue material and the backdrop was draped in
a shiny lighter blue. Seated downstage right was a large set piece
in the shape of a gray medieval tower, perhaps three feet tall, with
rose vines growing up the sides and a large bush on it’s right side.
On downstage left was another set piece in the shape of a large tree.

The play opened in the office of the Mayor of Hamlin with a desk
down stage right and a window in the middle of the upstage flat.  
Five rat puppets on a tandem control entered and danced about the
In opening their performance Larry and Mike stood in front
office.  The Mayor of Hamlin received complaints that the town was of the puppet stage and asked the audience to suggest a story that
being overrun by rats and called upon the rat catcher, a cat to do the they might tell. Many suggestions were given and it was decided
job. But he failed to do the job as did a large rat trap in which the that the story should be about a queen and a king.
Mayor got caught.
Because Mike and Larry use three fingers to manipulate
Who should appear in the window, none other than the Pied their hand puppets heads, many of their figures are tall and ConePiper? The Piper and the Mayor discussed the Piper’s fee to rid the shaped. The cone-shaped King commanded his guard, a short and
town of the rats and the deal was struck. Following the original squat cone-shaped puppet dressed in gray armor, to bring his Magic
story the Mayor dismissed the Piper without payment. Through the Pan, (a frying pan, not a mirror as in Snow White.). The pan’s face
window we then saw the children follow the Piper out of town. The was two sunny side up eggs with and animated mouth made from
Mayor’s wife encouraged the Mayor to pay the Piper. Swearing that two slices of bacon. It was at this point that the audience realized
he would never break a promise again, the Mayor paid the Piper that this was not going to be a “standard” fairy tale.
and the children returned. The play closed with the Mayor’s son
bringing in a large pet rat and announcing that it was going to have
The Rabbit was charged with finding a narrator.   The
babies. A question and answer period followed the show. Always Narrator was not a puppet, but spoke as a voice over, that tried
funny, clever and lively, Nancy Saunder’s puppet plays are a joy to unsuccessfully to keep the stories from tangling. From that point
witness.
on it was a “mayhemic” blending, bending and twisting of fairy
tales that included, (to mention only a few) “The Three Little Pigs”
The second performance was by The Village Puppeteers, and their whoopee cushion, “Goldie Locks”, “Sleeping Beauty”, a
Mike Schwabe and Larry Basgal presenting “Lost in Story Land”. very big “Itsy Bitsy Spider”, “The Reluctant Dragon” — you name
the tale, and it was there. Finally, the Narrator gave up and quit the
I have witnessed four of Larry and Mike’s productions, job and the play ended up with a far from traditional rendition of
(most of them “Rapunzel and Her Golden Hair”.
under the title
of Hystopolis Potpourri
Productions
Following the
w h e n t h e y evening performances
w e r e b a s e d was the traditional
in Chicago.): Potpourri, during which
“The Adding any and all persons are
M a c h i n e ” , welcome to try out a
“ U b u R o i ” , short new act or revive
“Dracula” and an old one using some
now, “Lost in sort of a puppet.
Doria and David.
Mike Schwabe and Larry Basgal.
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The following is a list of the 2014 The “Potpourriers”:
Maureen Schiffman - “Cobra
the Snake”, The Indiana Guild,
Festival Directors & Staff –
“Bus Stop”, Janiace – “The
Judge”, Philip Huber – “Anna
Fibbian”, Brad Lowe & David
Quesal – “Celebration!”,
David Quesal & Doria – “Les
Livingston Sings a Song”,
Anne Newman – “Seasons
Greetings”, Greg B. – “Life is
Nice”, Silvia Kaft Walker &
Jeff Walker – “Cactus Song”,
Nevi & Peggy, Jeff Gole,
Herschel Nathan, Allison
& Jessica – “Wrinkles &
Rosebud”, “Punch Wars”,
“Undercover Duck”, Joe Phillip’s latest creation, premier
Emory and last, but not least, showing.
Jordan & Gordon – “Puppy
Dog Dance”.
At this point it would be appropriate to thank Joe Emory for
volunteering his lighting and sound equipment which enhanced the
performances and created
an audible atmosphere
second to none. Thank you
Joe, from all the puppeteers
who attended Potlatch 2014
for all of your schlepping,
setting and fretting.

Sunday Morning
“Punch Brunch”

The puppeteers
were seated by 9:00 AM
anticipating the traditional
scrambled eggs and
bacon breakfast and, most
important of all, a visit
from Punch and his ever
enduring, wife, Judy. We
Joe Emory with “Louie”.
were not in the least bit
disappointed with “Punch”, but the brunch was far from satisfactory.
There was one hot serving table for 15 tables at which 110 people
were seated. When the 5th table was allowed to get into the serving
line all of the fresh fruit, pancakes and bacon were gone and the eggs
were cold. By the time that more uncooked bacon, eggs, pancakes
and fruit were brought out it was time for the Punch show and little
of the food was eaten. It is obvious that one hot serving table is
not sufficient to serve 110 people.  The 2015 Potlatch Committee
should take this into account and remedy the problem.

experience.
Here are only a few of the highlights of Guy’s “Punch and
Judy” show: The performance began with the Professor trying to
introduce the show. However the unruly curtain kept closing and
he was unable to control it.
Punch eventually entered
and as is the custom, tried
to place his legs over
the play board so that he
could sit comfortably.
Lacking the strength to
throw his legs over the
board he finally lifted
them up and with great
effort got the job done.
Judy entered and after
their usual confrontation, Guy’s Punch and Judy.
Punch exited.
A large black spider appeared below the playboard and
the audience, (especially the children seated in the front) row tried
valiantly to warn Judy of its presence. The Exterminator arrived
with his tool, a “slap stick”. This was a big mistake because, when
Puch arrived he used the stick on the Exterminator. The Crocodile
arrived and ate the spider and Punch did the “head in the Croc’s
mouth” routine. It was a delightful “Punchy” experience.
		
After the “Puch Brunch” and puppet show,
everyone said his/her farewells to old and new friends and the
puppeteers departed,
but were already
looking forward to the
first week of November,
2015 when Potlatch
meets again.
Although it has been
said before, we the
Puppeteers of the Great
Lakes Region wish to
thank our Regional
Director who this year
is Christine Thompson Linda and Fred.
and we also thank the
Potlatch staff for making the 2014 Potlatch Gathering an affair to
be remembered for years to come.

The “Punch and Judy” Show

This year we were treated to a traditional “Punch” show by Guy
Thompson. Guy’s quick wits, sharp sense of humor, versatile voice
and expert use of the swazel guaranteed a delightful, “Punchy”
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Cactus plant puppet by Silvia.

Clockwise from top left: The well behaved CPG members. The “naughty’ CPG members.
Kat receives a recognition award. LaVerne meets the frog, BFF. The annual regional
meeting. All photos from Potlatch, unless otherwise noted were taken by Tih Penfil.
.

You Have Your Hands Full!
Let Me Take Care of Your Design Work
From post cards to posters, brochures to business cards,
and just about everything in between.
Quality you count on. Value you expect.

jeff biske
color outside the lines

graphic design • video production • website design

For design samples, log on to www.710productions.com
710 feather sound drive • bolingbrook, illinois 60440 • 630-783-8359 • jeffbiske@comcast.net • www.710productions.com
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Here’s an Open Invitation
A most recent new CPG member, Susan Fulcher,
Youth Outreach Coordinator of the Matteson, Illinois Public
Library, has been very active in the field of puppetry.  Susan
and her puppeteer partner, Joseph Friedman, are known as the
“Strawberry Jam Puppeteers”. They will be hosting a Wizard of
Oz festival on Saturday, April 18, 2015. Along with their library
patrons, Susan has extended an invitation to CPG members to
join in the events of the day.
She asks that you “follow the yellow brick road and
watch Dorothy and her friends make their way through the
Land of Oz to end up at their amazing puppet show, which is
guaranteed fun for the whole family”!
The show begins at 1:00 pm, so come early. Then you
are welcome to stay for the food and games throughout the
library until 3:00 pm. The temporary Land of Oz is located at
801 S. School Street in Matteson, Illinois 60443. If you would
like additional information, Susan may be contacted by phone
at 708-748-4431 during regular library hours.

The Puppet Patter is the Official Quarterly Publication of the Chicagoland Puppetry Guild.  It is  published on line and
available in hard copy version to those CPG members without access to a computer. It will also be posted on the CPG web site.
Publication dates are on or about the first of March, June, September and December.  All items for publication by CPG members
should be submitted no later than fourteen days prior to publication date to:
		
Mel Biske, Editor
		169 Woodlet Lane
		
Bolingbrook, Il 60490
email at: melikinpuppets@comcast.net
Publisher: Bridget DePriest
Notices of regular gatherings and/ or special events will be posted on the CPG web site: www.chicagopuppet.org by email
or direct USPS mail to hard copy members. Future dates for events, performances, announcements or scheduled gatherings
(meetings) will appear in the “Patter” if they apply to the time frame the publication covers.
Elected Officers and Directors for 2014-2015
President: Fred Berchtold
Vice President: Susan Witek
Acting Recording Secretary: LaVerne Biske
Treasurer: Harvey Kahler
Director of Inter-guild
Director of Puppet Patter: Mel Biske
Relations: LaVerne Biske
Director of NDOP: Silvia Kraft-Walker
(Corresponding Secretary)
Director of Relationshops with
Director of Outreach: Fred Putz
Other Puppet Organizations: Dave Herzog
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CPG's Puppetry Outreach News: Hospital Visit
Thanks to a recommendation by Fred
Putz, the Board of the Chicagoland Puppetry
Guild encouraged the pursuit of a hospital outreach partnership. Silvia Kraft-Walker had a contact and reached out to Advocate Lutheran General Children's Hospital in Park Ridge regarding
bringing puppets to patients via bedside visits,
family shows or simple workshops. The hospital
response was very positive to all three approaches
and an informational meeting and site visit were
requested. The holidays passed and the new year
began with no response and no meeting date. Suddenly at the end of January a call came with the
request to please come in on February 5th. And to
please bring a puppet show for two twins that
were nearly one-year-old. The twins had been Advocate Lutheran General Hospital.
in the hospital for 130 days, we were told. They
would be going home soon. They both had trachea
snail and turtle happily sitting beside each other under a raincloud
tubes in, and so both are only able to look up. The staff really want- with silver tinsel rain cascading down.
ed a special treat for these girls and they thought the puppets would
be perfect. IF they are having a good morning.
The program wound down with Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star, which was repeatedly interrupted by a bee, bird and butterfly.
Fred Putz and Silvia Kraft-Walker eagerly took the chal- Finally singers made it to the "diamond in the sky" when the star
lenge and prepared a 20 minute program of stories and puppets. was joined by a holographic background with a tiny LED light to
Staff efficiently escorted them into the room. Staff explained that make it sparkle.
the little twin girls had to be moved into the same room for the
Maxine, Silvia's crow puppet from storytime, closed the
visit, meaning these girls were normally kept apart. Wow. They sat show. She was wrapped in a string of lights and she sang "This
in little carriers which were set on the floor next to each other, and Little Light of Mine" and said good-bye to the girls. The program
their big brown eyes scanned the whole room. They were adorable length and content was just right, with no tears and no fears and
in their matching bright pink and white dresses and Mom and the no fussing. The twins were engaged and very alert throughout.
staff were very excited for the visit. From the comments heard, it Afterwards, the staff remarked that knowing these girls as well as
became apparent that a lot of things had to fall into place for this they did, they could tell that the girls absolutely loved the show.
visit to happen, and thankfully, it all did.
All were very pleased with the visit.
Silvia and Fred opened with Fred's animal props for Old
MacDonald had a Farm. Mom and the staff helped sing the song,
and the girls looked about, a little surprised at what was happening. Next, they shared Mary Had a Little Lamb as a rhyme with
puppets, followed by some peek-a-boo fun with a couple of cone
puppets. The adults were starting to see some smiles and the girls'
eyes were focusing on the props. Next was a flannel board story of
5 Little Owls. Fred performed the voice for four of the owls, and
each time he emphatically said "WHOOOOO" he received a nice,
sunny reaction!
Next Silvia and Fred performed a story called Snail's
Friend by Zibby Oneal. Snail is lonely and wants to make a friend,
but rabbit, grasshopper and bird are all going home to hide from
the approaching rain. They each invite Snail to join them, but he
can't jump, hop or fly because of his shell. Snail is very lonely.  It
starts to rain and just as Snail begins to lose hope and despairs at
having no place to go, Turtle shows up. Turtle tells Snail to just
pull his head inside his shell to get out of the rain. Turtle explains
that their shells ARE their homes. Snail is pleased and grows even
happier to have Turtle as a friend, with a shell. The last scene is

Fred later said,
Aside from the reactions of the two infants who's eyes
followed closely the movements of the puppets, I enjoyed the reactions of the members of the staff and the mother who stood by and
joined in the singing. They became 'kids' themselves. I am sure that
we made a very positive impression on the staff.
Silvia later reflected on the visit...
As we shared the story Snail's Friend, I was touched by
the sight of these two little girls hooked up to their breathing equipment and immobilized within their own bodies. Suddenly Snail's
perception of his immobility and loneliness became so poignant to
me. Snail was delivered to a resolution of acceptance, hope and
friendship. It was an incredible moment and the healing power of
a story suddenly became so real.
Makes me wonder... what made me choose that story
which I had not told in many years? I chose it for its sweetness and
simplicity; I felt it could hold the attention span of a one-year-old;
and I had all the right puppets. But obviously, I was just a puppet
myself, inspired by something much greater which made sure that
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Have You Visited the CPG
Website Lately?

this family would receive the story that would heal their hearts.
And now I felt like I just received the greatest gift of all.
Silvia and Fred will continue to work with Advocate Lutheran General Children's Hospital to establish this partnership and
work through the details to make hospital outreach opportunities
available to interested CPG members. The hospital has training requirements for volunteers as well as a service hours commitment,
and a very small space for a group performance. Exactly how this
partnership will take shape remains to be seen, but we are determined to make it work!
" It is my hope that the members of the CPG will jump on
this most worthy bandwagon and donate a few hours in making a
stay in the hospital a little easier for both the children and their parents," says Fred, one of the busiest retired men we know! Thanks
again to Fred Putz, volunteer extraordinaire, who also provides
dog therapy visits with his wife, Marilyn and their dogs. Thanks,
Fred, for making puppet therapy a priority in CPG's outreach efforts!
As Fred says, "Volunteers are the best people!" So stay
tuned for more information on how to get involved!

Be sure to visit our guild’s web site on a regular basis for
the latest postings on what’s happening in the Chicago area. Posted
you will find the current and upcoming performances at the Glen
Town Center monthly Puppet Series co-sponsored by the CPG.
Our address is www.chicagopuppetguild.org
Included is a page listing the performing companies within
our guild and a link to their web sites.

By Ann Onymous

By the Way…….

Long time member, Joan Wittenberg, was instrumental
in getting the Melikin Puppets to perform their poetry production,
Shoes and Ships and Sealing Wax, at her residence, the Covenant
Village of Northbrook Illinois. The date is April 24th which also
happens to be National Poetry month. The poetry show will be of
great interest to some of the residents who have formed a poetry
club. She may even include the guild. Working on it.
The sad look on a little boys face touched good Samaritan
Lucille Cole. During the auction at the Puppet fair she outbid
everyone for a ventriloquist figure and then presented it to Jeffrey
Merrington, son of members Ed and Evelyn. You have a good heart,
Lucille and you may well be responsible for the Edger Bergen of the
future generation. (June 1965 – Bakers Corner Column by Marge
Baker)
One of the highlights of the upcoming World Puppetry
Day you won’t want to miss is at the Glenview Library. Located in
the main entry hall there is an enclosed glass showcase. Displayed
are approximately twenty-three various types of puppets from the
extensive collection of CPG member Fred Putz. Fred reminds us
that the style and character of puppets may change from country
to country, but the techniques, hand, rod, string and shadow have
remained the same for centuries. Be sure to take the time to stop
by to appreciate the beauty and history on display.

Word is that the Chicago Park District has set up a special
project in Puppetry with our own Hans Schmidt in charge. He
will be working out at the Lincoln Park Art Center where he will
develop a puppet studio similar to the one in Columbus Park. He
will also continue his tour of parks in the summertime. (March
1965 – Poody-Kats Corner column by Larry Able)
Just a side note: Interspersed here with some current notes
of interest, are two excerpts from past issues of the Patter. We like
to refer to them as “a slice of life”. Events happen in the lives of
puppeteers that may seem trivial at the time, but as life goes on and
we look back at those little moments in retrospect we can remember
those CPG members in which we have so much in common. This
information was retrieved from the archives of the Puppet Patter,
still preserved. Some may say, “Well, now we have facebook”.
Those facebook postings will fade away into the electronic abyss
unless…. Let us know of any happenings in your puppet world.
Something comical, something heartwarming, something a child
blurted out with during a show, the most unusual place you’ve had
to perform at. Send it to the Patter and we’ll publish it in the June
2015 issue. Sign it and become a part of CPG history, or you can
remain…..
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Ann Onymous

Norma McLennon

September 5, 1960 – January 30, 2014
By Harvey Kahler and Fred Putz
Norma was born in Chicago at Swedish Covenant Hospital on September 5, 1950, the second child of Lillian and Norman
Guenther and sister to brother, Carl. She was baptized at Bethesda
Lutheran Church in West Rogers Park.
Her Parents bought a home at 3507 N. Seminary in the
early 1950s. Norma's creative spirit grew as she played in the
backyard sandbox. She attended Hawthorne Elementary School
and Lakeview High School where she achieved first chair in the
violin section of the school orchestra. Norma went on to earn a
Bachelor of Arts in fine arts and marketing at Roosevelt University.
At about the age of ten, Norma began experiencing painful abdominal cramps. After a couple years of discomfort and disfiguring surgeries, she was finally diagnosed as having Crohn's, a

A young Norma and her brother.
bowel disease that could be controlled, but something she would
have to manage the rest of her life.
In the 1970s Norma obtained a job with the Palatine Park
District teaching arts and crafts and managing the theater, things
she loved to do. One big surprise about the job was being expected
to play golf which was not her forte. In order to be closer to her
work, she moved to Rolling Meadows.  It was during this period
that she met Bill McLennon and they were married. However,
after a short period, they were divorced. At the age of 30 Norma
was stricken with epilepsy, her second handicap. Because of her
infirmities she was no longer able to drive to her work and was
forced to leave her position at the Park District.
Early 1990 found Norma moved back into the Seminary
St. home in Chicago where she could walk and take public transportation to her destinations.  Despite her infirmities, Norma found
both purpose and joy in participating and serving in church and
community activities. She became active in independent politics,

the Lakeview Citizen’s
Council, Hawthorn Neighbors, Triangle Neighbors,
and the Central Lakeview
Merchants
Association.
Because her neighbors
considered Lakeview a
“dangerous” neighborhood
for a single woman, Norma got a large white German Shepherd. “Nugget”
and Norma became well
known as they roamed
Lakeview neighborhood
and Clark Street.
Norma taught Sunday School and sang in the choir at
Resurrection Church and it was there that she met Harvey Kahler
who also sang in the choir. In 1990, Norma became a member of
the Lakeview Pantry and through her infectious enthusiasm she
recruited Harvey along with many others to serve in the Pantry.
Harvey also worked with Norma in the 49th Ward Democratic Party and the Potawatomie Park Advisory Council.
Norma’s epileptic seizures continued to plague her almost monthly, except during the last year of her life when the seizures subsided. The ensuing falls often landed her in the hospital
E.R. By holding Harvey’s hand as they walked he was able to
keep her from falling and they joked about him being her service
dog (a “ruff” assignment). She was a very courageous woman,
and whenever she fell, Norma always got up with a smile and said,
“I’ll be alright”. Norma and Harvey joined Beyond Epilepsy, the
epilepsy support group at Evanston (Northshore) Hospital where
they shared their experiences and worked to dispel the stigma that
many epileptics experience. One of Norma’s favorite activities
was going to street festivals, shopping at the farmer’s market and
at the Brown Elephant Resale Shop.
During the early 1990’s Norma met a neighbor who was a
member of Chicagoland Puppetry Guild who thought that because
of her artistic interest and talents she would enjoy being a member
of the Guild. She joined the Guild but never became a working
puppeteer. She also volunteered as hostess and “gofor” at the Chicago based store front Animart Puppet Theater. Recently, Norma
played the wife in "Finn McCool" presented at a nursing home.
The Chicagoland Guild met in the back room of Jay Marshall’s Magic shop on Lincoln Street. Norma became a very active member of the Guild and ran for an office on the Board of
Directors.   For many years she fulfilled the duties of Treasurer
and Recording Secretary. She was currently serving as Recording
Secretary when she became ill.

- 16 -

From 1990 through 1997 the Guild undertook an effort
to record the voices of senior puppeteers in a project called, “A
Living History of the Chicagoland Puppetry Guild, Inc.”. Norma
took on the duty of transcribing the recordings into written form.
Thanks to Norma, this legacy has been continued in the Puppet
Patter’s column, “Lest We Forget” written by Historian, Fred Putz.
Because of her outstanding service to the Guild, Norma was recently recognized as the recipient of the Chicagoland Puppetry
Guild’s President’s Award. She was not a puppeteer, but was a
staunch supporter and contributor to the art of Puppetry.
Harvey's Kahler’s experience with CPG began in 2003
when, at Norma's urging, they attended a performance of "The
Adding Machine" by The Hystopolis Puppet Theater at a storefront theater on North Avenue. Two years later, in 2005 Harvey
moved in with Norma and they began attending CPG events together, including things such as the meetings that were held at the
Blue Angel restaurant in Jefferson Park. It was then the Guild

began gathering in the members’ homes that included things such
as legendary potlucks, puppet impromptus and workshops. Harvey would drive Norma to these suburban events and eventually
“became an active volunteer and member of the Guild by default”
taking on the office of Treasurer.  There were occasional excursions to puppetry performances in and out of the City. The more
memorable performances they attended were Opera in Focus'
"Hansel & Gretel" with rod puppets, a puppet "slam" produced by
Kat Pleviak featuring shadow puppetry, and "The Man Who Planted Trees" by The State Puppet Theater from Scotland. Over the
years Norma and Harvey were willing volunteers and contributed
greatly to the success of the Chicagoland Puppetry Guild and the
annual National Day of Puppetry.
We all will miss her greatly
Donations in memory of Norma may be sent to The
American Cancer Society 225 N Michigan Ave. Ste. 1200, Chicago, Illinois 60601

Chinese puppeteers perform in Chicago
On February 21, 2015, the Shaagnxi
Folk Arts Group presented a performance at the
Chicago Botanic Garden. In attendance and representing the CPG, were Silvia Kraft-Walker,
Kat Pleviak and Fred Putz. The program consisted of rod and shadow puppets. Fred mentioned
he will be writing a review for the next issue of
the Patter. To commemorate the group from China, Silvia created a tribute plaque and presented it to the manager of the puppeteers. It was
graciously accepted with the hopes that with our
new connection in puppetry between China and
the United States that a friendship could continue.

The Chicagoland Puppetry Guild
honors

Shaanxi Folk Arts Group
of Shaanxi Province, Xi’an
for the delightful performances
on Saturday, February 21, 2015
at

Chicago Botanic Garden

THANK YOU

for sharing the exquisitely beautiful art
of traditional Chinese Puppetry
with the people of Chicago.

Mark Dunworth at Potlatch.
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Chicagoland Puppetry Guild Membership Application for Sept 1, 2014 – August 31, 2015
Chicagoland Puppetry Guild Membership Application for Sept 1, 2013 – August 31, 2014
chicagopuppetguild.org chicaglandpuppeetryguild@yahoo.com facebook.com/cpguild
chicagopuppet.org chicaglandpuppetryguild@yahoo.com facebook.com/cpguild

For further info contact CPG President Fred Berchtold at 847-529-1725
For further info contact CPG President Fred Berchtold at 847-516-1440

Send
checkpayable
payabletoto“Chicagoland
“Chicagoland
Puppetry
Guild”,
Putz,
2580
Sendthis
thisapplication
application with
with check
Puppetry
Guild”,
2041toWMarilyn
Birchwood
Ave,
Oak
Street,ILHighland
Park,
Illinois
60035
Chicago,
60645 or Pay
online
on chicagopuppet.org
using our PayPal membership application.
Membership
Yearly Votes
o Couple/family
$30 2
o Adult
$20 1
o Company
$30 2
o Senior 62+
$15 1
o Student
$15 1
o Junior 15$15 1
o Associate
$15 0
Enclosed $ ______________
Names ________________________________________________________________________
Birth Dates_____________________________________________________________________
Company ______________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________State____________________Zip_______________
Phone: Home_______________________Cell_____________________Fax________________
Email address________________________________ preferred contact ___________________
A membership directory is published and distributed among the membership during November. If you
want to be listed, indicate here: Yes ______No______ We also include the name of your puppetry
company name. If you want to limit or add to information:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________. . . . . . .

1

Marilyn Putz
Chicagoland Puppetry Guild
2580 Oak Street
Highland Park, IL 60035

